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Summer Holidays
SCHOOL CLOSES AT 12.20PM ON THURSDAY 27TH JUNE
WE RE-OPEN FOR ALL CLASSES ON THURSDAY 29TH AUGUST AT 9.20AM

WE WISH YOU A HAPPY, SAFE & FUN-FILLED SUMMER!

The Catherine McAuley Award
This prestigious award is given annually to the “Graduate Pupil of the Year” in 6th Class.
Sr Catherine McAuley founded the sisters of Mercy and the recipient of this award is the student who
most embodied the values of Catherine McAuley throughout her time in our school. The winner is a pupil
who uses her abilities and talents to reach her full potential, who shows concern and respect for others
and who plays an active, caring and responsible role in our school.
This year’s worthy winner is:

Abbie Carey

6th Class
Slán agus ádh mór le rang a sé ~ táimid an-bhródúil asaibh. We send our best wishes
to the 36 girls in 6th class who will leave us on the 27th of June. They are a lovely bunch of girls who made a
unique contribution to our school over the past eight years. Every teacher has very fond memories of this
class and we wish the girls much happiness in their new schools ~ we will miss you!

Best Presented Copy Book Award – 6th Class
Congratulations to Kim Hudson 6th class who is this year’s very worthy winner of the “Best Presented Copybook
Award” ~ Kim presents her work to an exceptionally high standard ~ well done Kim.
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Uniform Matters
School Shoes: When purchasing school shoes
please note that uniform shoes should be
black with non-slip soles and should have
buckles, straps or laces.
Slip-on styles,
especially pumps, are not safe for school
wear. If you purchase shoes with leather-type
laces they must be secured with the toggles
provided with that style of shoe.
School Tights: should be black. White socks in
summer.
School bags: No “trolley-style” bags please.

REMINDER - NEW SCHOOL TRACKSUIT
Last year’s 6th Class suggested that we change
the style and make of our school tracksuit and so
they were given the challenge of designing a new
tracksuit. Emma Courtney and
Charley Millar’s design was
chosen and now a year later their
design is ready to hit the shops. It
will be compulsory for new Junior
Infants from September and optional
for all other classes. It will be
available in shops from end of July.

UNIFORMS & TRACKSUITS
If you have unwanted uniforms or tracksuits that
are still in good condition please send them in to
us. They come in very useful from time to time.

BOOKLIST EXPENSES
Please ensure your child’s booklist expenses are
paid as this will allow teachers to purchase
classroom resources and requisites in time.

Servers
Thank you to Emma Colreavy, Charlese
Rodgers, Abbey Collins and Hazel
Durrigan, 6th class, for their great service
to our parish as altar servers. We welcome
our new servers Takara Gillespie, Katie
Roddy and Avril Halpin and hope more
girls will volunteer ~ we encourage you to
support our parish.

OUR CHILD PROTECTION AND SAFEGUARDING INSPECTION
The Department of Education Inspectors visited our school for 4 days in April & May
to do a Child Protection and Safeguarding inspection. These inspections are designed to ensure that
schools provide a safe and secure environment for pupils through curriculum provisions and correct
procedures at staff and Board of Management levels. We are fully compliant with all aspects of the
Child Protection Procedures. We are very happy with our final report:The overall quality of planning for and implementation of the SPHE curriculum and the Stay Safe
programme, as evidenced during the inspection, is exemplary. The ethos of the school, which seeks to
provide a learning environment imbued with care, respect and joy, is fundamental to the
implementation of the SPHE curriculum. Teachers regularly discuss and review aspects of teaching and
learning and consciously strive for excellence in their provision of the SPHE curriculum. During focus
group discussions, pupils confidently discussed their learning in SPHE. They exhibited a positive sense of
self-esteem, demonstrated a very good understanding of healthy living and outlined the various
strategies they have learned to ensure their own personal safety. They described a broad range of
learning experiences such as circle time, drama, music, school assemblies, mindfulness and sports
activities which support their health and well-being. Pupils gave several examples of how they are
listened to and respected in school and they placed a high value on the care they receive from all
teachers. In discussions with representatives of the Parents’ Association, parents expressed very high
levels of satisfaction with the SPHE provision in the school, particularly in relation to the consistent,
prompt and confidential manner in which staff deal with parental concerns. They outlined how school
policies are created and reviewed as a result of an informative and consultative process. They
expressed confidence in how the school manages bullying and cited several examples of how the
school keeps parents fully informed of the ongoing implementation of the SPHE curriculum. The parent
group was unanimous in their affirmation of how teachers support their child’s well-being and
acknowledged the respectful leadership of the principal as a key contributing factor to the overall
success of the SPHE programme.
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PIONEERS

LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL GROW AWARDS
GREEN-RENEWABLE-ORGANIC- WASTE MINIMISATION
Our school was awarded the prestigious 5-star
Platinum award at the Co. Louth Grow awards
on 30th May, one of only 4 schools in Louth to
achieve this status.
Mrs Sweeney was awarded a “Teacher
of the Year” award for her commitment
to environmental education and care.

In keeping with their pledge taken at Confirmation we
commend the following girls in 6th class who have
joined the Young Pioneers Association:
Keisha Finlay, Alannah McGivern, Lucy Maher,
Danielle Kerr, Caoimhe O’Callaghan, Kim Hudson,
Charlese Rodgers, Aleksandra Gusackova, Kate
McCormack, Sally Brady, Hazel Durrigan, Aoife Gillan,
Laura Hennessy, Arianna Orlandi, Emma Colreavy.

GAA FINAL
Our GAA team played in the final of “Sciath
Mhic Chionnaith” on Saturday in Darver. There
were stellar performances by our girls and there
is amazing talent on the team. However Lady
Luck wasn’t with us and St Mary’s Parish School
Drogheda won. We’re super proud of the girls
who played their hearts out. Special thanks to
Ms McKenna for her work with the team, ably
assisted by Ms McGeeney.

DISCOVER SCIENCE
& MATHS AWARD
Our school has achieved the prestigious Science
Foundation Award (SFI) Science & Maths Award for
2018/19.
Our staff and pupils engaged with
Science, Technology, Engineering
and Maths (STEM) and submitted a log of evidence
to SFI. We have promoted the STEM subjects
annually since 2005, all co-ordinated by teacher
Ms Greenan. A great achievement for our staff
and pupils.

END OF YEAR PLAYS

We have a very strong tradition of quality drama productions in our
school and true to form our senior classes staged wonderful end of year plays last week.
Ms McKenna’s 4th/5th class performed “Aladdin Trouble” a highly entertaining take on the original Aladdin
and had the audiences boo, hiss, laugh and cheer in true pantomime style!
Ms Greenan’s 6th class performed “Mystery at Magpie Manor”, a thriller set in the roaring 20’s with comedy,
song, dance and mystery in a Downton Abbey-meets-Poirot tale. It was a rip-roaring “WHO DUNNIT” and an
extravaganza of song and Charleston dances.
The amount of talent, energy and pure enjoyment emanating from the stage was a joy to behold and there
were many standout performances in both classes. A huge thank you to our teachers Ms McKenna and Ms
Greenan who enabled their pupils to put on such great shows and to the children themselves for providing
us with top-class entertainment.

5th Class

6th Class
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Cycling Workshops
Last week 3rd – 5th Classes took part in Cycling
Workshops with Caroline Murphy, the GreenSchools
Travel Officer. They learned how to correctly wear a
cycling helmet and how to cycle safely.

BLING YOUR BRÓG

Táin March

We were blown away by the entries for this
competition. We are very grateful to Irene Farrell
of the Show Room, Ardee for her generous
Sponsorship. The winners are:
Overall Winner:
Una Lynch (1st Class)

The Táin March arrived in Ardee on 30th May
and pupils from 3rd class enjoyed a workshop
on the epic tale of the Cattle Raid of Cooley or
the Táin Bó Cuailnge. Our girls dressed up in
warrior costumes and joined Queen Maeve’s
army at Moorehall Lodge for a celebration
there.

Senior Winner:
Junior Winner:
Runner Up:

Yuliya Koval (5th Class)
Hana Farhan (Jun. Inf.)
Maya Sharkey (Jun Inf)
CharleyMartin (Sen Inf)
Nina Mulvenna (Sen Inf)
Georgia Farrell (1st Class)

Alesha McKenna (2nd Class)
Kate McCormack (3rd Class)
Avril Halpin (4th Class)
Magda Laskowska (4th Class)

Green-Schools
Congratulations to Tilly Myles, 1st Class who
was our overall winner in our “Park ‘n Stride”
Poster Competition.

PYRAMID OF SUCCESS
GRADUATES
Congratulations to our students who
completed the “Pyramid of Success”
programme with the Deeside School
Completion Programme.

MUSIC GENERATION LOUTH SUMMER SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS
Congratulations to Emma Colreavy and Kate
McCormack 6th class who have been awarded
scholarships for the “Sounds like Music” summer camp
in Dundalk Institute of Technology.
Music Generation Louth will continue to provide
weekly recorder tuition for all classes from 2nd-6th at a
cost of €18 per pupil.

SUMMER STARS READING ADVENTURE FOR
CHILDREN
We encourage all families to visit Ardee
Library and join the Summer Stars reading
programme which runs from 15th June to
the end of August. This free programme
encourages children to continue reading
and to take part in storytelling and fun
activities during the summer.
See
www.summerstars.ie for more info.

6TH CLASS HOODIES
Our Student Council surveyed
all pupils this year seeking
ideas and suggestions for our
school. High on the wish-list for
senior classes was 6th class
graduation hoodies ~ so here
they are and they look great!
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